
Woodfall Primary and Nursery School

Whole School Curriculum Overview 2023-2024

An inclusive and supportive learning community which inspires and challenges everyone



Using the National Curriculum as the foundation for learning, we have developed our school curriculum 
to provide children with the essential knowledge and skills they will need in order to thrive and become 

successful citizens. Our curriculum is systematically planned and structured with progression in mind, 
being organised in such a way that prior learning is used as a baseline upon which to develop new 

learning, with plenty of opportunities to revisit and reapply content through the teaching and learning 
cycle in order that children are able to move knowledge form their working memory to their long term 
memory. Throughout each year of school, starting in Nursery, clear end points are mapped for children 

to work towards to enable accurate assessment of their progression within learning, and to provide 
opportunities for early intervention where this is required. We focus our curriculum around the rights of 

all, adopting a personalised approach to meet the needs of all pupils. Our curriculum intent and vision 
remains the same for all pupils, however its implemented is adapted for children who require this. 

Inclusivity, equity of education and equality underpin our vision, and high expectations are held for 
every child, regardless of need. We place great emphasis upon a love of reading, understanding that 
enjoying this key skill is paramount to unlocking a child’s full potential and imagination whilst accessing 

our curriculum. This begins in the first days of Nursery and continues throughout all year groups. 
Throughout our curriculum, our teachers plan bespoke units of work for all curriculum subjects. These 
lessons follow a consistent structure throughout school, where prior knowledge is revisited before new 

concepts are introduced through active learning techniques which are grappled with individually and 
in groups. This new content is reinforced through high quality teaching. Where meaningful links can be 

made between subjects, this is actioned; however where links between subjects would be weak or 
diluted, these subjects are taught discretely. We aspire for children to discover and nurture academic 
passions which will last a life time; applying the knowledge, skills and understanding taught within their 

education at Woodfall to succeed in doing this. 



Woodfall Primary and Nursery School

EYFS (22-60 mths) Curriculum Overview 2023-2024

An inclusive and supportive learning community which inspires and challenges everyone



The Early Years Foundation Stage at Woodfall Primary and Nursery School is split into Nursery 1, Nursery 2 and Reception. 

They follow a different framework to Years 1 - 6, in readiness to begin the National Curriculum in Year 1. 

In Nursery and Reception, children follow the Early Years Foundation Stage framework and we support this using non 

statutory guidance from a resource named 'Development Matters'.

In Nursery and Reception, children work towards expected attainment known as Early Learning Goals (ELGs). There are 

17 ELGs in total and how we move children towards achieving them, supported by Development Matters, is detailed on 

the next pages.

EYFS Areas of Learning
In total, there are 7 areas of learning for EYFS. These are split into prime and specific areas.

The prime areas are:

• Communication and language,
• Physical development,
• Personal, social and emotional development.

The four specific areas are:

• Literacy,
• Mathematics,
• Understanding the world,
• Expressive arts and design



Early Years Outcomes 

N1 22 to 36 months 

Communication and language Physical development PSE development 

Listening and attention
• Listens with interest to the noises adults make when they

read stories.
• Recognises and responds to many familiar sounds e.g.
turning to a knock on the door, looking at or going to the 

door
• Shows interest in play with sounds, songs and rhymes.

• Single channelled attention. Can shift to a different task 
if attention fully obtained-using child’s name helps focus.

Understanding
• Identifies action words by pointing to the right picture 

e.g.
‘Who’s jumping?’

• Understands more complex sentences, e.g. ‘Put your 
toys away then we’ll read a book.’

• Understands ‘who’, ‘what’, ‘where’ in simple questions 
(e.g. who’s that? What’s that? Where is?).

• Developing understanding of simple concepts (e.g.
big/little).
Speaking

• Uses language as a powerful means of widening 
contacts, sharing feelings, experiences and thoughts.
• Holds a conversation jumping from topic to topic.

• Learns new words very rapidly and is able to use them 
in communicating.

• Uses gestures, sometimes with limited talk, e.g. reaches
towards toy, saying ‘I have it’.

Uses a variety of questions (eg: what, where, who).
• Uses simple sentences (e.g. Mummy gonna work).
• Beginning to use word endings (e.g. going, cats). 

Moving and handling
• Runs safely on whole foot.

• Squats with steadiness to rest or play with object
on the ground, and rises to feet without using hands.

• Climbs confidently and is beginning to pull
themselves up on nursery play climbing equipment.

• Can kick a large ball.
• Turns pages in a book, sometimes several at once.

• Shows control in holding and using jugs to pour,
hammers, books and mark-making tools.

• Beginning to use three fingers (tripod grip) to hold 
writing tools.

• Imitates drawing simple shapes such as circles and 
lines.

• Walks upstairs or downstairs holding onto a rail two feet 
to a step.

• May be beginning to show preference for dominant 
hand.

Health and self-care
• Feeds self competently with spoon.

• Drinks well without spilling.
• Clearly communicates their need for potty or

toilet.
• Beginning to recognise danger and seeks support of 

significant adults for help.
• Helps with clothing, e.g. puts on hat, unzips zipper on 

jacket, takes off unbuttoned shirt.
• Beginning to be independent in self-care, but still often 

needs adult support. 

Self-confidence and self-awareness
• Separates from main carer with support and 

encouragement from a familiar adult.
• Expresses own preferences and interests.

Managing feelings and behaviour
• Seeks comfort from familiar adults when needed.

• Can express their own feelings such as sad, happy, 
cross, scared, worried.

• Responds to the feelings and wishes of others.
• Aware that some actions can hurt or harm others.

• Tries to help or give comfort when others are distressed.
• Shows understanding and cooperates with some

boundaries and routines.
• Can inhibit own actions/behaviours, e.g. stop
themselves from doing something they shouldn’t

do.
• Growing ability to distract self when upset, e.g. by 

engaging in a new play activity.

Making Relationships
• Interested in others’ play and starting to join in.

• Seeks out others to share experiences.
• Shows affection and concern for people who are

special to them.
• May form a special friendship with another child. 



Early Years Outcomes 

N1 22 to 36 months 

Literacy Mathematics Understanding the world Expressive arts and design 

Reading
• Has some favourite stories, 

rhymes,
songs, poems or jingles.

• Repeats words or phrases 
from familiar stories.

• Fills in the missing word or 
phrase in a known rhyme, story 

or game, e.g.
‘Humpty Dumpty sat on a …’

Writing
• Distinguishes between the 
different marks they make.

Numbers
• Selects a small number of objects from a 
group when asked, for example, ‘please 

give me one’, ‘please give me two’.
• Recites some number names in 

sequence.
• Creates and experiments with symbols
and marks representing ideas of number.
• Begins to make comparisons between

quantities.
• Uses some language of quantities, such

as ‘more’ and ‘a lot’.
• Knows that a group of things changes in

quantity when something is added or
taken away.

Shape, space and measure
• Notices simple shapes and patterns in

pictures.
• Beginning to categorise objects 

according to properties such as shape or 
size.

• Begins to use the language of size.
• Understands some talk about immediate

past and future, e.g. ‘before’, ‘later’ or
‘soon’.

• Anticipates specific time-based events
such as mealtimes or home time

People and communities
• Has a sense of own immediate family and

relations.
• In pretend play, imitates everyday actions

and events from own family and cultural
background, e.g. making and drinking tea.

• Beginning to have their own friends.
• Learns that they have similarities and
differences that connect them to, and

distinguish them from, others.
The world

• Enjoys playing with small-world models
such as a farm, a garage, or a train track.
• Notices detailed features of objects in

their environment.
Technology

• Seeks to acquire basic skills in turning on
and operating some ICT equipment.

• Operates mechanical toys, e.g. turns the
knob on a wind-up toy or pulls back on a

friction car. 

Exploring and using media and materials
• Joins in singing favourite songs.

• Creates sounds by banging, shaking, tapping or 
blowing.

• Shows an interest in the way musical instruments 
sound.

• Experiments with blocks, colours and marks.
Being imaginative

• Beginning to use representation to 
communicate, e.g. drawing a line and saying 

‘That’s me.’
• Beginning to make-believe by pretending. 

















Woodfall Primary and Nursery School

Year 1-6 Curriculum Overview 2023-2024

An inclusive and supportive learning community which inspires and challenges everyone



Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Science
Everyday Materials

Seasonal Changes

Animals incl. humans

Plants

Living Things

Everyday Materials

Animals incl. humans

Plants

Rocks

Light

Animals incl. humans

Forces and Magnets

Plants

Sound

States of Matter

Electricity

Living things and Habitats

Animals incl. humans

Properties and changes of 

materials

Living things and Habitats

Earth and Space

Animals incl. humans

Evolution and 

Inheritance

Living things and 

Habitats

Forces and Gravity

Light 

Electricity

Computing

E-Safety is taught both discretely to each year group but also taught as part of every new unit

Piccollage

Beebots

Scratch Junior

Saving and 

Retrieving photos

We are programmers

We are researchers 

We are communicators

We are gametesters

We are communicators

We are programmers

We are bugfixers

We are presenters

We are opinion pollsters

We are network engineers

We are software 

developers

We are toy designers

We are musicians

We are co-authors

We are meteorologists

We are game developers

We are architects

We are artists

We are cryptographers

Stop Motion Animation

Website Coding

Real Love Rocks

Research for STEM

History

Toys and Games

Changes in the 

Home

The Seaside & 

Grace Darling

Local Study: 

Ladies Day

The Great Fire of London

Explorers past and 

present

Living History Day

Local Study: 

Mining in Little Neston

Earliest Civilizations

Ancient Egypt 

Changes in Britain from 

Stone to Iron Age

Invaders

From the Celts to the time 

of Edward the Confessor

(Celts, Romans, Anglo-

Saxons, Picts and Scots 

and Vikings)

Ancient Greece

Maya Civilization

Local Study:

Neston during WW1

Transport

Independent study of 

an aspect/theme in 

British history that 

extends pupils’ 

chronological 

knowledge beyond 

1066 

An inclusive and supportive learning community which inspires and challenges everyone



Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Geography

What is geography?

The UK and surrounding 

seas

The Seaside

The weather in the UK

Countries, Continents 

and Oceans around 

the World

Hot and Cold regions 

around the World

Delamere - Local 

locality

Why settle here?

Our country.

Where in the world is 

Europe?

Volcanoes

Barmouth – UK locality

How can computing aid 

us with our Geography 

Skills?

Rivers

Mountains in North 

America and Canada

Norths and South 

America

MFL
(French)

Numbers and toys

Commands and colours

Shapes and Zoo animals

Fruits and body parts

Family and actions

Sea creatures

Numbers and farm 

animals

Transport and colours

Days and months

Clothes and musical 

instruments

Weather and food

Minibeasts and habitats

A new start!

In Paris!

Calendar and 

celebration

In the classroom

The hungry giant

Living in France

Talking about me!

Animals and description

Months and birthdays

In my carnival

Fashion show!

In Europe!

French speaking world

Activities in Quebec 

Celebration and Family

In the city 

French paintings 

Music and Success 

Back to school

School in France 

French food

Café culture restaurants

Playing and enjoying 

sport

Hobbies and 14th of 

July 

Art

Drawing

Explore Mark Making

Painting & mixed media

Mixing Primary Colours

Sculpture and 3D

Experimenting with clay

Craft and design

Animal Collage

Drawing

Portraits

Painting & mixed media

Pointilism

Sculpture and 3D

Recycled Sculptures

Craft and design

Map it out

Drawing

Botanical Shading

Painting & mixed media

Prehistoric Paintings

Sculpture and 3D

Autumnal Faces

Craft and design

Egyptian Scrolls

Drawing

Powerprints

Painting & mixed media

Tints and Shades

Sculpture and 3D

Bee Project

Craft and design

Lantern Workshop

Drawing

The Space Race

Painting & mixed media

The Great Wave

Sculpture and 3D

Frida Kahlo Installations

Craft and design

Printing

Drawing

Self-Portraits

Painting & mixed media

Snowflakes

Sculpture and 3D

Natural Sculptures

Craft and design

Pointilism

DT

Textiles

Fish toy design.

Mechanics - Wheels

Moving vehicles

Free Standing Structures

Zoo Pop-up scenes

Textiles

Puppets 

Mechanics – Sliders

Whole School Project

Structures

Bird Feeders

Mechanics -

Levers and Linkages

Pop-up Christmas 

book/cards

Food and Nutrition

Eating Seasonally

Construction- Shell 

Structures

Containers 

Textiles 2D/3D

Gift Bags

Mechanics - Pneumatics

Making Monsters

Electronics

Electricity

Torches

Food & Nutrition

Greek inspired soup 

Mechanics - Cams

Physiotherapy equipment

3D Frame Structures

Treehouses

Textiles

Hats 

Mechanics - Gears and 

Pulleys

Exploring and 

experimenting

Electronics/Electricity

Fairground Rides



Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Music

Pulse and rhythm

Tempo 

Musical vocabulary 

Timbre and rhythmic 

patterns 

Pitch and tempo 

Vocal and body sounds

West African call and 

response song 

Orchestral instruments 

Musical me

Dynamics, timbre, 

tempo and motifs 

On this island

Myths and legends

Creating compositions 

Ballads

Instrumental scheme:

South Africa

Pentatonic melodies and 

composition 

Instrumental scheme:

Caribbean

Traditional instruments and 

improvisation 

Body and tuned 

percussion 

Rock and roll

Changes in pitch, tempo 

and dynamics 

Haiku, music and 

performance 

Samba and carnival 

sounds and instruments

Adapting and 

transposing motifs 

Composition notation 

Blues

South and West Africa

Composition to represent 

the festival of colour 

Looping and remixing

Musical theatre

Dynamics, pitch and 

tempo 

Songs of WW2

Film music

Theme and variations 

Composing and 

performing a Leavers' 

Song 

Baroque

PE

Gymnastics (balances 

and jumping) /Ball skills

Dance/Gymnastics 

(apparatus)

Basketball/Games

Multi-skills/SAQ

Athletics/Football

Tennis/Mini Olympics

Tag rugby   Tri-golf    Basketball    Football    Tennis    Cricket – delivered by Mal Stocker Jones

Personal fitness & 

challenges

Gymnastics

Dance

Netball/

bench ball/dodgeball

Athletics

Rounders

Swimming

Netball

Tag-rugby

Athletics

Rounders

Table tennis

Gymnastics

Swimming

Athletics

Rounders

Table tennis

Gymnastics

Hockey

Netball

Athletics

Rounders

(Catch Up Swimming)

Netball

Dance/Pilates

Hockey

Gymnastics

Athletics

Rounders

RE

What do we think about 

how the world was 

made and how should 

we look after it? 

What is the importance 

of the church and other 

Christian symbols?

Why is Christmas 

celebrated by 

Christians? 

Stories that Jesus told.

No Outsiders 

How and why are Allah 

and Muhammad (PBUH) 

important to Muslims?

How do Muslims express 

new beginnings?

What do Jews believe 

about God? 

How do Jews show faith 

through practices and 

celebrations?

Why is the Bible a special 

book for Christians? 

Who was Jesus and why 

is he important to 

Christians today?

Why did Jesus teach 

people through stories? 

No Outsiders

How do Hindus view God 

and how is Diwali 

celebrated?

No Outsiders 

How do Christians use the 

Bible to help them with 

their lives?

What do I think about 

Jesus and how is he 

portrayed in art from 

around the world?

What is my point of view 

about God and why do 

people have faith?

How do Muslims worship? 

How do Jews 

demonstrate their faith 

through their 

communities?

Why do Christians think 

about Incarnation at 

Christmas?

How did Jesus teach 

about God and values 

through parables?

How can I understand 

different Easter 

concepts? 

No Outsiders

How do Hindus worship? 

Why are the Five Pillars 

important to Muslims?

How is the Muslim faith 

expressed through family 

life? 

Why is community and 

equality important to Sikhs? 

Which concepts do we 

find hard to understand in 

Christianity?

What is the Baha’i Faith

How do people show their 

beliefs in action? 

What can we learn 

from Christian religious 

buildings and music?

How and why do 

Christians worship? How 

do Sikhs worship? 

What is Humanism?

What are some of the 

differences and 

similarities within 

Christianity locally and 

globally?

What is the Kingdom of 

God and what do 

Christians believe about 

the afterlife?



Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

PSHCE
Living In the Wider World

Health and Wellbeing

Relationships incl. SRE

Living In the Wider World

Health and Wellbeing

Relationships incl. SRE

Living In the Wider World

Health and Wellbeing

Relationships incl. SRE

Living In the Wider World

Health and Wellbeing

Relationships incl. SRE

Living In the Wider World

Health and Wellbeing

Relationships incl. SRE

Living In the Wider World

Health and Wellbeing

Relationships incl. SRE

Global 

Learning

Develop respect, responsibility and values 
Develop interest in other countries and cultures 

Broadening pupils' horizons Community participation (local, global and national) 
Sustainable development and environmental awareness 

Work towards social justice 
Improve understandings of economic, political and social contexts of the world 

Fair Trade Fortnight

An inclusive and supportive learning community which inspires and challenges everyone


